Blood rheology in patients with native heart valve disease and after valve replacement.
Patients with heart valve disease have rheologic abnormalities that are more pronounced in double valve disease than in mitral or aortic valve disease; after valve replacement surgery, the degree of rheologic abnormality is more pronounced in patients with mechanical and biological prostheses than in those with homografts and pulmonary autografts. Rheologic abnormalities seen in these patients might be related to the different incidences of thromboembolism in the presence of various valve defects and various types of prostheses.